Foreword
A grand commemoration of Benjamin Franklin’s 300th birthday
occurred on 17 January 2006. The celebrations will continue throughout
the year and into the next, in America and the rest of the world.
Franklin’s contributions to humanity has been tremendous – in the
science of electricity, refrigeration and weather studies; in the public
library, fire brigade, fire insurance, liberal tertiary education system and
other institutions that he founded and popularized; in his inventions that
ranged from swim fins to bifocal lenses; and, of course, in the founding
of the United States of America.
Of the numerous contributions Franklin made, the pursuit of selfimprovement was particularly important. It was his inspiration and
motivation. From a young age, Franklin sought to “gain in knowledge and
improve in virtue” and he pursued this dream almost to his last day.
It is thus very fitting that George Tan, who has absorbed much from
Franklin’s writings and life, presents Franklin as a model for continuous
self-improvement. Drawing upon Franklin’s rich and varied life, Tan finds
ample examples to illustrate a life skills model that he developed. In doing
so, he delineates exciting paths for readers to pursue.
Tan’s observations and principles set goals that people can follow to
improve their lives and, by extension, their community. Change, creativity,
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passion, fulfillment, learning and excellence are the principles for lifetime
success offered to the reader.
A better appreciation of Tan’s writings – about Franklin and about the
principles of success – comes from his partial autobiography, Souprints I –
BreakThrough. That book recounts his difficult growing up years of being
born into extreme poverty, being severely abused by his father, growing up
in a gangster neighborhood… basically having a rough life.
The personal trials and tribulations that Tan confronted have made
Franklin a great inspiration for the author. From this vantage perspective,
we see not only the achievements and successes of Franklin, but also his
struggles with challenges and setbacks.
Beyond the greatness of Franklin, Tan presents his ordinariness. In
showing how Franklin was ordinary like you and I, Tan inspires you and
I to believe that we can become extraordinary like Franklin.
As America and the rest of the world celebrate the 300th birth anniversary
of Franklin, there will be many books, conferences, exhibitions, musical
compositions, plays, art works, lectures, school programs and website
dedications to a man who clearly ranks among the greatest in history.
However, there may not be a tribute as valuable as Benjamin Franklin:
A bright spark!

Roy E. Goodman
Curator of Printed Materials, American Philosophical Society President,
Friends of Franklin, Inc.
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